
Objectives of the block
•	 develop critical thinking
•	 be able to defend an opinion
•	 develop argumentation skills

Group
12–20 people

Material
•	 1x A4 sheet of paper with the topic for the group and the selected statement (choice 	
	 according to the trainer, different social topics)
•	 stationery and clean flipchart paper for group notes – 3 key arguments
•	 flipchart board

Length in minutes
20 min. – work in 1 group; overall length according to the number of groups, minimum of 
20 min. to 80 min.

Summary
Arguments that convince

Instructions
Arguments that convince

•	 Topic offer – the trainer will offer several topics from which the participants can choose 	
	 one they want to discuss. 
•	 Grouping – the trainer divides the participants into groups of 2 to 5 participants. They are 	
	 then to draw 1 of 4 statements.
•	 Participants shall debate about the statement within groups and prepare arguments for 	
	 and against the said statement. Group activity is planned for 5 minutes of discussion 	
	 within the group. 
•	 Presentation of viewpoints – individual groups present and defend the conclusions they 	
	 came to.
•	 Whole group discussion – trainer discusses with all participants.

Discussion:
Afterward, the trainer is to sit down with the group and discuss the following questions:
•	 What arguments convinced the participants.
•	 What arguments shocked them.
•	 What form of an argument was acceptable/unacceptable to them.
•	 What was the key thing that persuaded them to identify with the arguments.
•	 Which of the presentations/defenses were interesting for them and why.

Summary:
The trainer lists three key argumentation techniques most frequently used by the partici-
pants on a flipchart. The trainer may also recommend some to the participants.
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Communication IV. – Competent 
speaker (development  
of argumentation skills)



1.	 The zero-waste lifestyle is too expensive.
2.	 The zero-waste lifestyle is time-consuming.
3.	 People who reduce their waste are healthier.
4.	 One person still will not change anything.

Attachments
Attachment: Sample topics and statements

Topic: „Zero-waste – positives and negatives – sustainability“

1.	 Cycling is a costly means for families.
2.	 Transportation by bicycle is time-consuming.
3.	 Cycling will contribute to students' physical and mental well-being.
4.	Most will use the option of walking, driving, or taking public transport to school.

Topic: Include bicycles as a school travel option and create space for bicycle racks 
for high schools/offices and other public places in the municipality/town

Topic: Tattoos are an expression of young people's creativity

1.	More young people prefer tattoos than older adult individuals.
2.	 Tattoos compromise a person's ability to donate blood in the future and cause other 	
	 health limitations.
3.	When tattooing, young people consider their choices carefully (text translation, aesthetic 	
	 designs) and choose a creative object.
4.	Most tattoos on the body of youth have an artistic nature.

Note: The chosen topics are up to the trainer. He can change them according to the context 
of the training assignment and the interests of the participants. Topics can be about culture, 
sport, leisure activities, social issues, community issues, etc.

11


